
September 21, 2016  
 
Via ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 Twelfth St., S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
 
Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation, Expanding Consumers’ Video Navigation Choices, 
MB Dkt. No. 16-42; Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices, CS Dkt. No. 97-80 
     
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 

On September 20, 2016, Ali Kani and the undersigned (“the NVIDIA representatives”) 
had separate conversations by phone with Gigi Sohn, Jessica Almond, and Scott Jordan of the 
Chairman’s Office; and David Grossman, Chief of Staff and Media Policy Advisor to 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn regarding the above-referenced proceedings.  The undersigned 
also contacted by phone, Marc Paul, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Rosenworcel, expressing 
support for the Commission taking action in the above-referenced proceedings to support video 
navigation device competition.   
  

In the conversations with the Chairman’s Office and Commissioner Clyburn’s Office, the  
NVIDIA representatives discussed their desire to continue having access to MVPD programming 
on NVIDIA’s devices.  Should the Commission move forward with a solution requiring MVPDs 
to provide apps for third-party devices, NVIDIA insists that the Commission not limit its 
definition of widely deployed platforms to those that have shipped at least five million devices in 
the previous year.  NVIDIA believes that such a definition would prevent access to many 
deserving platforms.  Parks Associates, one of the most cited and respected analysts in the 
streaming media player market, has found that the streaming media player market amounts to 
about sixteen million devices per year, including sticks and players.  (NVIDIA referenced certain 
pages of a Parks Associates report, which have been attached to this filing.)  However, all but 
one streaming media player platform would be prevented access if the final rules define “widely 
deployed platform” as at least five million devices shipped in the previous year.  This would be 
counter to the spirit of the Commission’s goals of promoting access to various media platforms. 
  

NVIDIA noted that they are part of the Android ecosystem and should qualify under the 
five million threshold, but that threshold could be complicated if Android TV and Android 
would be considered separate platforms.  To avoid doubt, NVIDIA recommends the volume 
threshold be changed to at least two million units shipped in the previous two years for any given 
platform.  NVIDIA believes that two million units is a significant number that provides new 



entrants with access to MVPD apps, which is critical to assuring the commercial availability of 
retail navigation devices. 
 

This letter is being provided to your office in accordance with Section 1.1206 of the 
Commission’s rules. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Ned Finkle 
Vice President of External Affairs 
NVIDIA Corporation 
2701 San Tomas Expressway 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408-486-3350 
 

  
cc: Jessica Almond 
David Grossman 
Scott Jordan 
Marc Paul 
Gigi Sohn 


